MEFAS – Secretary’s Report

It has been a busy year with increased the use of the MEFAS hall, invoicing, cleaning and arranging training courses for the public.  It is great to see some benefit from undertaking the Outcomes Focus training.

Publicity and Marketing

I regularly update MEFAS’s website for training courses and other news but would appreciate some articles of interest or photos from other members to put up on the website to give it more depth and personal interest.  It was agreed to purchase a new exterior sign.   

Income derived from advertisements in New Malden Village Voice and Worcester Park Life community magazines have been disappointing with only two people attending courses from the monthly adverts ran over five months.  There has been only a minor interest in courses being redirected from completing Nuco’s web details.  Most of MEFAS’s students come from the local voluntary sector.  

First Aid Provision by MEFAS 

The ambulance was disposed of at the beginning of the year which meant that there was no MEFAS vehicle to attend events.  Members used their own vehicles.  Only a few regular events were covered during the year mainly using organiser facilities.

Building Condition 

The building is beginning to look really worn out and past it.  Attempts to get the Council to make improvements have resulted in promises but no actual work being done.  The office floor is getting worse and we may have to move the office furniture into the store or the hall whilst repair works are undertaken. This is unlikely to happen before the end 2013.  A start has been made on painting the walls in the hall and hopefully this year the passageway will also be renovated.  The carpet tiles which are in store will be laid and new curtains purchased. Improving teaching ambiance is necessary to receive and retain good referrals for further first aid training.
 
First Aid Training

MEFAS now has three trainers able to deliver HSE and educational standard training covering commercial and self development.  The EFAW and Paediatric courses have been popular and will be increasing in the future.  The Secretary has received requests for commercial and short course paediatric training along with teaching Year 6 school children other short first aid courses.  Local voluntary sector groups remain supportive and seem to prefer group training.  The outlook is positive for MEFAS to become a training centre with Nuco or other organisations where there are no strings attached.


Christine John
General Secretary
